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This is a unique opportunity for ALL students at Leeds School of Architecture. 
 
We have been asked by New Wortley Community Centre to design a freestanding multi-purpose 
classroom adjacent to their existing community centre in New Wortley, Leeds. If the project 
receives planning permission and finances are secured, it will be built – and that’s not the best bit; 
it will be built by Leeds School of Architecture students over the next year (subject to approvals 
and funding). 
 
Stage 1 – Architectural Competition 
We are going to hold a cross school design competition to identify a winning design to develop 
and build. A panel including the client and tutors will choose a winner. Entries are invited from 
individuals and groups of students. Teams from groups with students from different years are 
encouraged. 
 
Stage 2 – Design Development 
During Semester 2 the project will be developed by a wider team of students in line with the RIBA 
Plan of Work (see appendix 1). Stage 1 will cover RIBA A, B and part of C. A programme will then 
be developed in detail once a winner is announced. The intention is to have completed the 
building by this time next year. The information in Appendix 1 is RIBA standard and is reproduced 
here to help you understand what will happen after the competition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Competition brief



Competition entrant site visit



Vahagn Mkrtchyan’s winning proposal



Vahagn Mkrtchyan’s winning proposal



Vahagn Mkrtchyan’s winning proposal



Student led community consultation



Design development



Design development



Design development
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Visual submitted for funding



£759,497 Awarded by BIG Lottery



Celebrating the funding



Producing the working drawings with the help of...



BA3 Architectural Technology students



Work begins on site



Security required



Dig holes



Uncover redbrick basements



Requiring concrete mass fill



Build foundations



Beam & Block floor



Internal walls



Windposts



Student visits to site



Site meetings



Brick & block walls



Brick & block walls



Brick & block walls



Parapet



Roof



Local schools visit site



Single-ply membrane



Internal walls



Double height element



Double height element



Construction view from neighbouring tower



Double height space



Double height element



Double height element



Install windows and doors



Plaster internal walls



Second fix



Ply lined double height space



Sedum green roof



View from Tong Rd



View from Tong Rd - awaiting entrance panels



View from neighbouring tower



Co-Design elements



Architecture students on site client design session



Architecture students manufacturing



Architecture student designed motif installed



Architecture student designed motif installed



Dissemination of information to Architecture students



Landscape Architecture students site visit



Landscape Architecture student consultation



Landscape Architecture student client presentation



Landscape Architecture student exhibition



Landscape Architecture student design



Landscape installed by adults with learning
difficulties



Graphic Art & Design students site visit



Graphic students on site client design session



Graphic student designed logo



Graphic student designed entrance panel



Graphic student designed wayfinding signage



Creative writing team site visit



Creative writing event for New Wortley memories



Graphic student designed art piece using New Wortley 
memories from Creative Writing events for double 

height cafe space 



Graphic student designed art piece in production



Graphic student designed art piece using New Wortley 
memories from Creative Writing events installed in 

double height space 



Product Design students site visit



Product Design students on site design session



Product Design student designed Reception Desk



Product Design student designed Computer Hub



Product Design student designed Servery and Seating



Leeds West MP Rachel Reeves speaking at 
Our Place Showcase Event held at NWCC



View from Tong Rd



View from landscape



Bike Library and repainted Existing Centre



Entrance area



Charity shop



Charity shop



Flexible Meeting Rooms



Flexible Meeting Rooms



Cafe



Multi-use double height space



Multi-use double height space



Come and visit us!
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